Press Release
Drastical reduction of phenol emissions during pouring

ASK Chemicals launches ECOCURE™ BLUE technology
Hilden, June 23, 2015 - Foundries are constantly seeking not only to reduce
emissions in the foundry process but also to optimize their added value. An
important point of leverage to reduce emissions while maintaining or increasing
performance is the cold box binder system. The new ECOCURE™ BLUE
technology from ASK Chemicals gives the foundry important environmental
benefits while providing excellent performance.
Until now, cold box systems – even advanced cold box systems like ECOCURE™ High
Efficiency or ECOCURE™ Solventless Technologies – are all classified as dangerous
goods on the safety data sheet. ASK Chemicals is now launching ECOCURE™ BLUE,
the world’s first cold box part 1 that does not contain any hazardous ingredients according
to CLP regulation. As a result, ECOCURE™ BLUE is actively contributing to the creation
of a safer and healthier work environment (Table 1).
There are basically two phenomena that cause emissions in the foundry. Evaporations in
the core shop and decomposition processes during pouring, cooling and decoring.
ECOCURE™ BLUE has the lowest level of volatile organic compounds and can be
considered as VOC-free according to European regulations. Additionally, the new
technology contains less than 1 % free phenol and non-detectable free formaldehyde,
which makes it the cold box system with least emissions in the core shop.
During pouring, cooling and shakeout, there are basically two kinds of emissions: BTX
and phenol emissions. The BTX emissions are more likely to stem from the polyurethane
pyrolysis than from the solvent package of the binder. Therefore these BTX emissions
can only be significantly reduced by reducing the binder quantity and by increasing the
efficiency of the binder, as the ECOCURE™ binders do. With less free phenol, the
ECOCURE™ BLUE enables the phenol emissions to be drastically reduced during
pouring.
“With its new ECOCURE™ Blue platform, ASK Chemicals has surely developed one of
the big achievements in the field of cold box technology for the next few years,” Phil
Vernon, Chief Business Development Officer at ASK Chemicals, states. “Our team of
R&D researchers was able to formulate a cold box binder that is, performance-wise,
equal to our well-known high-efficiency ECOCURE™ binders, while considerably
reducing the environmental impact.”
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Fig. 1: The cold box part1 of ECOCURE™ BLUE does not contain any
hazardous ingredients according to CLP regulation

Fig. 2: ECOCURE™ BLUE is VOC-free and reduces phenol emissions drastically

About ASK Chemicals
ASK Chemicals is one of the world’s largest suppliers of foundry chemicals, with a
comprehensive product and service portfolio of binders, coatings, feeders, filters and
release agents, as well as metallurgical products including inoculants, Mg-treatment and
inoculation wires and master alloys for iron casting. Core production and prototype
development as well as a wide range of simulation services round off what the company
has to offer.
ASK Chemicals is represented in 25 countries and employs approx. 1,400 people
worldwide. With research and development in Europe, America and Asia, ASK Chemicals
sees itself as the driving force behind industry-specific innovations and is committed to
offering customers a consistently high level of quality. Flexibility, quickness, quality and
environmental friendliness, as well as cost-effective products and services are of key
importance.

Contacts for Journalists
Company contact

Press contact

ASK Chemicals
Ms. Verena Sander
Manager Corporate Marketing &
Communications
Reisholzstraße 16-18
40721 Hilden, Germany

ProTEC Marketing
Ms. Andrea B. Ferkinghoff
Managing Director
Schwanfelder Straße 8
97241 Bergtheim/Würzburg
Germany

Tel. +49 211-71103-0
Fax +49 211-71103-70

Tel. +49 9384-88212-21
Fax +49 9305-88212-19

www.ask-chemicals.com
info@ask-chemicals.com

www.protec-marketing.de
Ferkinghoff@protec-marketing.de

